PRESS RELEASE

Presentation of biobehavioral research among labor migrants
of the Kyrgyz Republic

Bishkek, 06 September 2023

On September 6, the presentation of a biobehavioral study among labor migrants of the
Kyrgyz Republic took place in Bishkek. CADAP supported this initiative of HIV Center of
the Ministry of Health of the Kyrgyz Republic, main tasks of which were to estimate the
prevalence of HIV and syphilis. Also, risky behavior, injecting drug use, and awareness of
migrants in general were determined during the research.

Kyrgyzstan is a source of economic migration, mainly to Russia and Kazakhstan. Low
socioeconomic status, limited access to various services, lack of risk awareness and stress
associated with being away from family and not being integrated in the country of
destination contribute to migrants' vulnerability to HIV/AIDS. One of the key
contributions from the CADAP Program was assisting in the oversight, monitoring and
quality assurance of data collection within the study. This study is necessary to study the
dynamics of the spread of HIV infection and use of injection drugs, risk factors, behavior
patterns among labor migrants and sex workers , assess and subsequently predict the
situation and timely planning of preventive measures

The study was conducted in Bishkek, Osh, Sokuluk, Jalalabad, Nookat. The total sample
was 1226 people. Capillary blood was tested, rapid tests for HIV and syphilis were taken,
and a biobehavioral study was carried out. “The study revealed unsafe injecting behavior,
an outbreak of HIVV among migrants from the Kyrgyz Republic expect can be expected,
22 percent of respondents are people with risky behavior. The number of HIV-positive
migrants has increased by 37 times. Of these, 25 percent reported injecting drug use and
almost half had more than one partner in the past 12 months” - report Aijan Dorobekova
and Aisuluu Kubatova, members of the expert group, which has conducted the research.

«CADAP is focusing on drugs but drugs are close to HIV and we are very interested to see
and define where we can go from here, to think over many processes and phenomenon.
Presentation of the study creates a space for discussion among excellent experts», - says
Cosimo Lamberti, EU representative.

“Over the period 2017-2021, significant changes and variations have been observed in HIV
cases by sex in Kyrgyzstan. Importantly, there has been a remarkable 40% increase in HIV
prevalence among the population over the past five years, while there has been a significant



88% reduction in new HIV cases related to drug use. However, there has been an 8.5%
increase in the total number of PWID, with an increase of 46% among women and 36%
among men. In addition, a 4% decrease in new HIV cases has been observed. These results
reflect the HIV situation in Kyrgyzstan during the reporting period and underline the need to
continue implementing prevention and treatment measures to effectively address this
challenge”, adds Ernest Robello, CADAP Director, based on recent CADAP findings
revealed during data collection on drugs, performed by CADAP in Central Asian countries.

More information about CADAP, publications and researches are available at: http://www.eu-
cadap.org

CADAP 7 is implemented by FIAPP — x & The Programme is funded  The European Union is made up of 27
International and Ibero-American i 'S, by the European Union Member States who have decided to
Foundation for Administration and Public *** i gradually link together their know-how,
Policies. FIAPP is is a foundation of the resources and destinies. Together,
Spanish Public Sector that aims the Delegation of the European Union to the during a period of enlargement of 60
participation of public administrations in Kyrgyz Republic years, they have built a zone of stability,
international cooperation programmes, 21 Erkindik Boulevard, Business Centre  democracy and sustainable
mobilizing the knowledge and Orion, 5th floor; Bishkek, 720040, Kyrgyz  development whilst maintaining
experiences of the public systems of the Republic cultural diversity, tolerance and
European Union and third countries Telephone: +996 312 26 10 00 individual freedoms. The European
within the framework of the 2030 E-mail: delegation- Union is committed to sharing its
Agenda. kyrgyzstan@eeas.europa.eu achievements and its values with

Facebook:http://www.facebook.com/eude countries and peoples beyond its
kg borders.



mailto:delegation-kyrgyzstan@eeas.europa.eu
mailto:delegation-kyrgyzstan@eeas.europa.eu
http://www.facebook.com/eudelkg
http://www.facebook.com/eudelkg
http://www.eu-cadap.org/
http://www.eu-cadap.org/

